JOHN HUTCHINGS 


The Hutchings family came to what is now Perry County, Il 
about 1816 and settled on Beaucoup Creek northeast of Pinckney- 
ville. With them came a colored man, Landon Parks, also Agis, 


his wife, and another colored woman, Dinah .+ 


McDonnough's History of Randolph, Monroe, and Perry Cos.,Il 


1883. Page 473 Beaucoup Twp. 


Hutchings is counted in Washington Co.,I1 in 1818 with three 
blacks. Washington Co. is incorrect as they came to and con- 
tinued to live in T4S R2W in what later became Perry County. 
This is known as Beaucoup Twp. and this family lived approx- 
imatly three miles south of Washington County. Until the year 


1827 this was a part of Randolph County. 


E, Spurgeon, 
710 Taffee, 
Pinckneyville,I1 62274 


OLD CIRCUIT COURT BOOK "A" p/ 34; Perry Co., Il. 
Office of Circuit Clerk. 
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PARKS, LANDON et al vs HUTCHINGS: October term 1830. 


Parks had for his attorney, David I. Baker. Parks et al 
were Hutchings slaves and contrary to history book story 


that he freed them, this record indicates that they had to 
sue for their release. 


E.Spurgeon, 
710 Taffee, 
Pinckneyville,Il 62274 
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PERRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS. Deed record "A" p/&5 SLAVE RELEASE 


Notice that John Hutchings emancipates and sets free Landon, 
commonly called Landon Parks, also Agga and four of her children, 
namely: Jeremiah; James; John; and Simeon. This fact is mentioned 


twice in the document and does not say they are the children of 


Landon Parks. 


Elizabeth E. Spurgeon, 
710 Taffee, 
Pinckneyville,I1 62274 


BRINGING BLACKS IN TO THE STATE 


Cases brought against residents of Perry Co., Illinois, in Circuit 
Court, April 1863 Tern. 


226988 ® 
People of the State of Illinois vs ey 


Al 


John Hunter 

Lysias Heape 
George Burbank 
James McClure 
Oliver H, McCarver 
James Preston 
Samuel Dodens or Dobins 
Edwin Burbank 
Hiram Burbank 

John W. Calvert 
Henry Hoxey 

2B. Curlee 

John Cooper 

Elihu Onstott 
William Frizell 
John Dushain 

Abner or Alonzo W. Nason 
Stephen R. Wetmore 
Hawkins S. Osborn 
William J. Walker 
Arad Ross 


John A. Bowlin 


Fonda Hamilton 
Frank Kelso 


Lewis Hammack 


All cases quashed. 
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Cutler area near Randolph 
Co. line. 
Tamaroa area 


DugQuoin 


Tamaroa physician 


Cutler near John Hunter 
Lived on the "Mound" 


DuQuoin 
DuQuoin 


TAS ,RAW,Coulterville P.O. 


Tamaroa 

N. of Cutler 

DuQuoin 

DuQuoin-Nine Mile area 
DuQuoin 


St. Johns 


Pyatts 
Pyatts 


Sutter Comm.N.of Jackson Co. 
line. 
DuQuoin 


S. of Pinckneyville(?) 
Probably DuQuoin-married a 


Burbank 
Pinckneyville Atty~at-law 


Copied by Elizabeth Eiker Spurgeon from Perry County Court Records. 


(See Index to Criminal Records-EES) 


XEROX COPY OF REPLY BY | 
DEFENDANT'S ATTY. | 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS) 
)ss In Perry County Circuit Court at the 


Perry County ) September Term A.D. 1863, 
The People of the State of Illinois) Indictment for Bringing 
Taken Seka” a@ black person into the State. 


And now comes the defendant and moves that the Indictment 
be Quashed, 

And assigns for céuse the following, to wit; 

lst Count does not show that the Negro was not a Resident 
of said Perry County when brought in. Nor does it aver that the 
‘person brought in was a Negro Slave. Nor does it aver that defendant 
intended to free such person. 

2nd Count does not aver that ssid negro was not a resident 
of this State when brought in. Nor does it show how he caused said 
Negro to be brought into this State. 

3rd Count does not aver that said Negro was not a resident 
of this State when brought in nor does it show how he caused said 
negro to be brought into this State. Nor does it aver that said 
negro was @ slave or owed service. 

4th Count don't aver that the negro was a slave or owed 
service. Nor does it aver that the Negro was brought from another 
State. Nor does it sever that the Negro was brought into this State. 

Nor does either of the counts in said indictment aver whos_ 
Slave said negro was. Nor to whom he owed service and labor, if to 
asiy one. 

From the geography of the State (of which the cougt takes 
judicial notice) no person can be brought into this State at Perry 
County, and therefore the court has no jurisdiction. And the ind- 


ictment should be quashed, 


Nor is the name of the negro given in the indictment. 
Nor any of the counts there it is therefore uncertain and should 
be quashed, 
Nor is it averred in said indictment nor any of the 
counts thereof whether the negro was a male negro or a female negro. 
It is therefore vague, indefinite, and uncertain, and should be quashed, 


Nor does said indictment aver that the Negro was not in 


‘company with his owner or his owner's agent in transit from the state 


of Missouri to the stete of Kentucky or from the stete of Kentucky to 
the state of Missouri, as under the laws of Congress of the United 
States, of which the Court will take judicial notice, they have a 
right, and therefore said Defendant asks that said indictment may 

be quashed. 


/s/ John Michan 
D'fdts Atty. 


JOHN MICHAN 


John Michan was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November 
lst, 1822, and came to this area about 1827. He died February 4th, 
1890 and is buried in Old Bethel Cemetery, Sparta, Il. 

He became a prominent attorney in Sparta and was the defending 


attorney in the Hunter case and possibly all of the others as well. 


E.Spurgeon, 
710 Taffee, 
Pinckneyville,Il 62274 


